
October 23, 2017 
 
Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 
 
I want to keep you informed about things happening here at St Anthony Park Elementary, so I will be 
sending this “Principal Update” every couple of weeks this year.  If you have any questions, or ideas for 
things that families might want to hear about, please let me know. 
 
The Halloween holiday is coming at the end of this month.  Here at school, we will not observe Halloween, 
although some teachers may choose to plan fun activities in their classrooms that day or that week.  We try 
to be respectful of families who do not observe or celebrate Halloween, and to be consistent with St. Paul 
Public Schools Board of Education policy.  The policy says, “Schools shall discourage programs and 
festivities arranged to celebrate holidays…, and shall strive to eliminate them, except where such 
observances are required by law [Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day].”  Please do not 
have your children wear costumes to school.   
 
“Give to the Max Day” is Thursday, November 16.  On this day, people all over the state are encouraged to 
donate to their favorite charity and non-profit organizations.  I hope your favorite is St Anthony Park!  You 
will be hearing more about this from SAPSA (St Anthony Park School Association), but I wanted to give you 
a heads-up.  You can donate to our school directly at any time by going to this website: 
https://givemn.org/organization/The-St-Anthony-Park-School-Association .   
 
One of the things parents ask me a lot is how we serve gifted and talented students in our school. As you 
know, St. Anthony Park has a lot of students who are officially labeled “gifted and talented” (based on the 
CogAT test given in kindergarten and second grade).  We also have a lot of students with strengths and 
skills who do not officially qualify for the GT designation.  Our approach here at St. Anthony Park is to be 
sure that we are providing all students – regardless of their score on one exam – the opportunity to excel in 
every subject we teach.  That means that in math, students are pre-tested at the beginning of each unit.  
Kids who already know the material are given activities that deepen and challenge their knowledge.  In 
readers and writers workshop, students with advanced skills have the opportunity to read and write more 
challenging texts, while still working to master the grade level (and higher) state standards.  Likewise, in 
music, art, physical education, science, and social studies, our teachers are very skilled at differentiation, 
and we make sure that students are challenged appropriately.  Except in very limited cases, we do not pull 
students out of their classes for special “GT” activities.  We believe that students are best served when their 
teachers learn their areas of strength and challenge them accordingly.  This also serves to strengthen the 
classroom community and give all students the chance to excel. 
 
Please remember that there is no school this Friday, October 27.  That is the teachers report card 
preparation day.   
 
Construction continues to progress and we are looking forward to four new classrooms in a couple of 
weeks.  Also, Como Avenue should be completed in the next couple of weeks. 
 
As always, keep in touch and let me know how I can support you and your child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen E. Duke 
Principal 


